REMARKS 

Claims 1-73 are presently pending in the above-referenced patent application. This 
preliminary amendment amends the specification to correct a minor clerical error. This 
preliminary amendment also amends Claims 1 5 3 5 5, 8, 10, 12-16, 18, 21, 23 , 25 , 33 , 41, 42, 44, 
46, 49, 50, 52, 54, 57, 58, 61, 67, 69, 71, and 73 for clarification purposes. More specifically, 
Claims 1, 3, 5, 8, 10, 13-16, 18, 21, 23, 44, 46, 50, 52, 54, 58, 61, 67, 69, 71, and 73 are amended 
to recite the term "includes" or "including" instead of "contains" or "containing." Claims 12, 25, 
33, 41, 49, and 57 are amended to recite the term "operable" instead of "capable." Independent 
Claims 1,13, 42, 50, 58, 61 are amended to remove the limitation for "launching said requested 
application after the step of applying said compatibility fixes on said list to said requested 
application." Additionally, this preliminary amendment adds new Claims 74-79, which depend 
from Claims 1,13, 42, 50, 58, and 61 respectively. The new dependent Claims 74-79 recite the 
limitation removed from their respective independent Claims 1, 13, 42, 50, 58, and 61. Thus, 
this preliminary amendment adds no new subject matter. 

Applicants respectfully submit that all Claims 1-79 recite patentable subject matter that 
applicants regard as their invention. Therefore, applicants respectfully request a favorable 
examination and allowance of the claims at an early date. If the Examiner has any questions or 
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comments concerning this matter, the Examiner is invited to contact applicants' undersigned 
attorney at the number below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHRISTENSEN O'CONNOR 
JOHNSON KINDNESS PLLC 



Barbara M. Level 
Registration No. 45,483 
Direct Dial No. 206.695.1776 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service in a sealed 
envelope as first class mail with postage thereon fully prepaid and addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 2327, Arlington, VA 22202, on the below date. 



Date: 



film J ds, (Mlki 




BML:cj/sbk 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE MAY 14, 2002 
In the Specification 

The paragraph beginning at page 5, line 19, has been amended as follows: 

According to one aspect of the present invention, a method is provided for dynamically 
applying a custom application-compatibility fix. A request is received for launching an 
application. A determination is made as to whether or not there is a custom database for the 
requested application. The custom database contains an operating system-provided compatibility 
fix. If there is a custom database for the requested application, the operating system-provided 
compatibility fix in the custom database is added to a list of compatibility fixes for the requested 
application. The compatibility fixes on the list are applied to the requested application and the 
requested application is launched. In another aspect of the present invention, the custom 
database contains an operating system-provided compatibility mode. The operating system- 
provided compatibility mode contains a set of operating system-provided compatibility fixes. 
The set of operating system-provided compatibility fixes in the operating system-provided 
compatibility mode are added to the list of compatibility fixes for the requested application. 

In the Claims 

1. (Amended) A computer-implemented method for dynamically applying a 
custom application-compatibility fix to an application, comprising: 
receiving a request to launch an application; 

determining if there is a custom database for said requested application, wherein said 
custom database [contains] includes an operating system-provided compatibility fix; 

if there is a custom database for said requested application, adding said compatibility fix 
in said custom database to a list of compatibility fixes for said requested application; and 

applying said compatibility fixes on said list to said requested application[; and 
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launching said requested application]. 

3. (Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein determining if there is a custom 
database for said requested application further comprises: 

determining if a central database [contains] includes one identifying attribute of an 
incompatible application that matches one identifying attribute of said requested application; and 

if one identifying attribute of said incompatible application matches one identifying 
attribute of said requested application, determining if said central database [contains] includes 
information about a custom database for said incompatible application. 

5. (Amended) The method of Claim 3, wherein determining if there is a custom 
database for said requested application further comprises: 

if one identifying attribute of said incompatible application matches one identifying 
attribute of said requested application, and if said central database [contains] includes 
information about a custom database for said incompatible application, determining if said 
custom database for said incompatible application [contains] includes additional identifying 
attributes of said incompatible application that match additional identifying attributes of said 
requested application. 

8. (Amended) The method of Claim 7, wherein determining if there is an 
operating system-provided compatibility fix for said requested application further comprises: 

determining if a central database [contains] includes identifying attributes of an 
incompatible application that match identifying attributes of said requested application; and 

if said identifying attributes of said one incompatible application match identifying 
attributes of said requested application, determining if said central database [contains] includes 
information about an operating system-provided compatibility fix for said incompatible 
application. 
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10. (Amended) The method of Claim 9, wherein determining if there is an 
operating system-provided compatibility mode for said requested application further comprises: 

determining if a central database [contains] includes identifying attributes of an 
incompatible application that match identifying attributes of said requested application; and 

if said identifying attributes of said incompatible application match identifying attributes 
of said requested application, determining if said central database [contains] includes information 
about an operating system-provided compatibility mode for said incompatible application. 

12. (Amended) A computer-controlled apparatus [capable of] operable for 
performing the method of any of Claims 1-10. 

13. (Amended) A computer-implemented method for dynamically applying a 
custom application-compatibility fix to an application, comprising: 

receiving a request to launch an application; 

determining if there is a custom database for said requested application, wherein said 
custom database [contains] includes an operating system-provided compatibility mode, wherein 
said operating system-provided compatibility mode [contains] includes a set of operating system- 
provided compatibility fixes; 

if there is a custom database for said requested application, adding said set of operating 
system-provided compatibility fixes in said operating system-provided compatibility mode in 
said custom database to a list of compatibility fixes for said requested application; and 

applying said compatibility fixes on said list to said requested application^ and 

launching said requested application]. 

14. (Amended) The method of Claim 13, wherein said custom database [contains] 
includes a plurality of operating system-provided compatibility modes, wherein the sets of 
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operating system-provided compatibility fixes in said plurality of compatibility modes are added 
to said list of compatibility fixes for said requested application. 

15. (Amended) The method of Claim 13, wherein said custom database [contains] 
includes an operating system-provided compatibility fix and said operating system-provided 
compatibility mode, wherein said operating system-provided compatibility fix is added to said 
list of compatibility fixes for said requested application. 

16. (Amended) The method of Claim 13, wherein determining if there is a custom 
database for said first application further comprises: 

determining if a central database [contains] includes one identifying attribute of an 
incompatible application that matches one identifying attribute of said requested application; and 

if one identifying attribute of said incompatible application matches one identifying 
attribute of said requested application, determining if said central database [contains] includes 
information about a custom database for said incompatible application. 

18. (Amended) The method of Claim 16, wherein determining if there is a custom 
database for said requested application further comprises: 

if one identifying attribute of said incompatible application matches one identifying 
attribute of said requested application, and if said central database [contains] includes 
information about a custom database for said incompatible application, determining if said 
custom database for said incompatible application [contains] includes additional identifying 
attributes of said incompatible application that match additional identifying attributes of said 
requested application. 

21. (Amended) The method of Claim 20, wherein determining if there is an 
operating system-provided compatibility fix for said requested application further comprises: 
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determining if a central database [contains] includes identifying attributes of an 
incompatible application that match identifying attributes of said requested application; and 

if said identifying attributes of said one incompatible application match identifying 
attributes of said requested application, determining if said central database [contains] includes 
information about an operating system-provided compatibility fix for said incompatible 
application. 

23. (Amended) The method of Claim 22, wherein determining if there is an 
operating system-provided compatibility mode for said requested application further comprises: 

determining if a central database [contains] includes identifying attributes of an 
incompatible application that match identifying attributes of said requested application; and 

if said identifying attributes of said incompatible application match identifying attributes 
of said requested application, determining if said central database [contains] includes information 
about an operating system-provided compatibility mode for said incompatible application. 

25. (Amended) A computer-controlled apparatus [capable of] operable for 
performing the method of any of Claims 13-23. 

33. (Amended) A computer-controlled apparatus [capable of] operable for 
performing the method of any of Claims 26-3 1 . 

41. (Amended) A computer-controlled apparatus [capable of] operable for 
performing the method of any of Claims 34-39. 

42. (Amended) A computer-implemented method for creating a custom 
application-compatibility fix and dynamically applying the custom application-compatibility fix 
to an application, comprising: 

identifying a first application to be fixed; 
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selecting an operating system-provided compatibility fix; 

storing said selected compatibility fix in a custom database for said first application; 

receiving a request for launching a second application; 

determining if there is a custom database for said second application; 

if there is a custom database for said second application, adding a compatibility fix in 
said custom database for said second application to a list of compatibility fixes for said second 
application; and 

applying said compatibility fixes on said list to said second application^ and 
launching said second application]. 

44. (Amended) The method of Claim 43, wherein determining if there is a custom 
database for said second application further comprises: 

determining if said central database [contains] includes one identifying attribute of an 
incompatible application that matches one identifying attribute of said second application; and 

if one identifying attribute of said incompatible application matches one identifying 
attribute of said second application, determining if said central database [contains] includes 
information about a custom database for said incompatible application. 

46. (Amended) The method of Claim 45, wherein determining if there is a custom 
database for said second application further comprises: 

if one identifying attribute of said incompatible application matches one identifying 
attribute of said second application, and if said central database [contains] includes information 
about a custom database for said incompatible application, determining if said custom database 
for said incompatible application [contains] includes additional identifying attributes of said 
incompatible application that match additional identifying attributes of said second application. 
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49. (Amended) A computer-controlled apparatus [capable of] operable for 
performing the method of any of Claims 42-47. 

50. (Amended) A computer-implemented method for creating a custom 
application-compatibility fix and dynamically applying the custom application-compatibility fix 
to an application, comprising: 

identifying a first application to be fixed; 

selecting an operating system-provided compatibility mode, wherein the compatibility 
mode [contains] includes a set of operating system-provided compatibility fixes; 

storing said set of compatibility fixes contained in said selected compatibility mode in a 
custom database for said first application; 

receiving a request for launching a second application; 

determining if there is a custom database for said second application; 

if there is a custom database for said second application, adding the set of compatibility 
fixes stored in said custom database for said second application to a list of compatibility fixes for 
said second application; and 

applying said compatibility fixes on said list to said requested application^ and 

launching said requested application]. 

52. (Amended) The method of Claim 51, wherein determining if there is a custom 
database for said second application further comprises: 

determining if said central database [contains] includes one identifying attribute of an 
incompatible application that matches one identifying attribute of said second application; and 

if one identifying attribute of said incompatible application matches one identifying 
attribute of said second application, determining if said central database [contains] includes 
information about a custom database for said incompatible application. 
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54. (Amended) The method of Claim 53, wherein determining if there is a custom 
database for said second application further comprises: 

if one identifying attribute of said incompatible application matches one identifying 
attribute of said second application, and if said central database [contains] includes information 
about a custom database for said incompatible application, determining if said custom database 
for said incompatible application [contains] includes additional identifying attributes of said 
incompatible application that match additional identifying attributes of said second application. 

57. (Amended) A computer-controlled apparatus [capable of] operable for 
performing the method of any of Claims 50-55. 

58. (Amended) A computer system for dynamically applying a custom application- 
compatibility fix, comprising: 

an operating system; 

an operating system-provided compatibility fix; 
a plurality of applications; 

a custom database for a first one of said plurality of applications that is incompatible with 
said operating system, wherein said custom database [contains] includes said operating system- 
provided compatibility fix; and 

wherein said operating system is operative to receive a request to launch a second one of 
said plurality of applications, to determine if there is a custom database for said second 
application, to add the compatibility fixes in said custom database to a list of compatibility fixes 
for said second application if there is a custom database for said second application, and to apply 
said compatibility fixes on said list to said second application^ and to launch said second 
application]. 
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6 1 . (Amended) A computer system for dynamically applying a custom application- 
compatibility fix, comprising: 
an operating system; 

a plurality of operating system-provided compatibility fixes; 

an operating system compatibility mode, wherein said operating system-provided 
compatibility mode is a set of operating system-provided compatibility fixes; 
a plurality of applications; 

a custom database for a first one of said plurality of applications that is incompatible with 
said operating system, wherein said custom database [contains] includes said operating system- 
provided compatibility mode; and 

wherein said operating system is operative to receive a request to launch a second one of 
said plurality of applications, to determine if there is a custom database for said second 
application, to add said set of compatibility fixes in said compatibility mode in said custom 
database to a list of compatibility fixes for said second application if there is a custom database 
for said second application, and to apply said set of compatibility fixes on said list to said second 
application^ and to launch said second application]. 

67. (Amended) The computer system of Claim 65, wherein said user interface 
further comprises: 

a menu [containing] including a list of identifying attributes of said incompatible 
application; and 

wherein, upon selection of one of said identifying attributes, said compatibility 
administrator application is further operative to identify said incompatible application using said 
selected identifying attribute. 
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69. The computer system of Claim 65 , wherein said user interface further comprises: 
a menu [containing] including a list of said operating system-provided compatibility 
modes; and 

wherein, upon selection of one of said compatibility modes, said compatibility 
administrator application is further operative to store said set of compatibility fixes in said 
selected compatibility mode in said custom database for said incompatible application. 

71. (Amended) The computer system of Claim 65, wherein said user interface 
further comprises: 

a menu [containing] including a list of said operating system-provided compatibility 
fixes; and 

wherein, upon selection of one of said compatibility fixes, said compatibility 
administrator application is further operative to store said selected compatibility fix in said 
custom database for said incompatible application. 

73. (Amended) A custom database providing a custom application-compatibility 
fix that is dynamically applied to an application by an operating system, wherein the custom 
database is capable of storing any combination of operating system-provided compatibility fixes 
and operating system-provided compatibility modes, wherein said operating system-provided 
compatibility mode [contains] includes a set of operating system-provided compatibility fixes. 

Claims 74-79 have been added 
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